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those conn tries during the season just past. Lists of the nlaterial
secured by tllern may be expected SOOTI.

'rhe organization, lnethods, and purposes of this section have been
recently explained in a bulletin and a circular, which are available on
application. It should be repeated here that our efforts are on a line
quite distinct frorn that of the Congressional seed distribution, who:se
oQject is the general and popular distribution of vegetable, field, alld
fio\ver :.;eeds.

Although the foreign seeds and plants imported by this section are
the best to be found in the various foreign countries visit~d by'our
explorers, it is to be expected that relatively few of them will show
conspicuous excellenceullder the Ilew conditions of growth i.n the
United States. Importatiolls are accordingly made, in the great
majority of cases, ill experimental quantities only, for the use of the
experiment stations and private parties having special knowledge and
experience in the cultivation of particu1<tr crops. This office is inter
ested in knowing that an actual experiIllent will be undertaken, that
the results froln the irnported seeds ,viII he brought into conlparison
with those of other varieties grown under sirnilar conditions, and that
an honest and intelligible report will be Inade. Only second in impor
tance to a report of the superiority of a newy variety is tbe establishlnent
of the fact of its inferiority~ especially if the reasons for this can be
definitely stated. It is only by thorough, cOllclusive, and systematieally
recorded experilnents that the necessity of reiIn portation can be avoided.

It is scarcely neces~ary to state tbat the seed of any novelty ot
prolnise should be carefully saved. Indeed, it is desirable, even in cases
of apparent failure, that the seed be gathered and a second attempt
nUl<le, since Inany crops are known not to show their true character
during the first season under new conditions. l\foreo,rer, imported seed
tnay not infrequently be ,veakened by age, by unfavorable conditions
ill transit, or by the treatment necessary in disinfection against insect
pests and fungous parasites. As soon as tbe success of any imported
species or variety is assured, it will be the policy of tbis Department
to secure for ,videI' d~(~+-~ibution a larger quantity of vigorous, clean,
and reliably selected seed.

Before being sent out all seeds are carefully inspected for impurities,
but it is nevertheless iInportant that ne'v iInportations be distributed
only to agriculturists of sufficient knowledge an"d experience to recog
nize an~T new ,veeds, insects, or fungous diseases, specilnens of which
should be ·sent to this office, and tIle remainder carefully destroyed by
fire.

]~xperilnent-station workers and others who may receive these inven
tories will accordingly confer favors by sending to this office the names
and addresses of those who may be qualified by intelligence and expe
rieuce, ana bave the interest and lnaterial facilities for testing in a
satisfactory lllanner such plants as they IIlay apply for, but our corre-


